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John Morton, one of the early settlers of 
Midway, was born in New Kilpatrick, Dum- 
bartonshire, Scotland, April 29, 1816. Не 
was reared by friends of his mother's fam- 
ily and through the influence of these good 
people, he joined The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. Me chr tasa m P 

Margaret Cunningham became Mrs. John : ЗА Ока SKS 
Morton on December 30, 1840. For seven- . 
teen years the Mortons lived in Scotlana 
and John worked as a coal miner. Soon 
after Margaret became converted to the 
church, the family felt the necessity for 
closer church association and: they, with 
their children, Allen, Mary and John Jr. 
crossed the ocean on the vessel Tuscarora. 
They arrived in Philadelphia on July 3, 1857 
and traveled immediately into Maryland 
where they stayed for a year while John 
and his eldest son Allen worked in the coal 
mines. 

In 1858, they crossed into Pennsylvania 
where they lived and worked for five years 


tte ges 


in preparation for their westward journey. СРИ VO °* 
In 1863, they started for Utah, coming to РАКА fa 

St. Joseph, Missouri, by railroad and then 

taking a steamboat up the Missouri River a aie ы 


to Florence, where they met an ox team 
train taking members of the Church to Utah. 
The family arrived in Utah in September of 
1863 and then went to Franklin, Idaho, for 
three months. They arrived in Provo Valley 
in December of 1863 and were greeted by 
Margaret's brother, Robert Cunningham. 
Margaret Morton made yeast which she 
would exchange for flour and sugar and in 
this way, she provided for her own needs 
after her husband's death. She never sold 
yeast on Sunday or Relief Society day and 
as people would come from all over Mid- 
` way to get yeast from her, they would com- 
Y ment to each other concerning the spotless 
home and person of Margaret Morton and 
upon the pleasure which it gave them to talk 
with her. 
The Morton home was located near the 
spot where Conrad Gertsch's barn now 
stands. 
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JOHN MORTON, JR. AND 
MARIA WATKINS MORTON 


John Morton was born April 26, 1851, in 
Stirlingshire, England, the son of John Mor- 
ton and Margaret Cunningham. 

When he was six years of age, he, with 
his parents, brother Allen, and sister Mary, 
emigrated to the United States. They sailed 
on the ship, Tuscarora. They reached Phila- 
delphia on July 3, 1857, five weeks after set- 
ting sail. From there they went to Mary- 
land, where they remained for a year. In 
1858 they moved to Pennsylvania and stayed 
for five years. The Civil War made it neces- 
sary for all able-bodied men to work, so 
young John, only ten years of age, went to 
the coal mines with his father and Allen 
and worked hard as a miner for two years. 

In May 1863, the family started for Utah, 
going to St. Joseph, Missouri, by railroad 
and then by steamboat up the Missouri River 
to Florence, where they met the ox train 
waiting to take the Saints to Utah. In cross- 
ing the plains John walked most of the way. 
The family first settled in Franklin, Cache 
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Valley, Idaho. Here John and his sister, 
Mary, were baptized. 

John's uncle, Robert Cunningham, who 
was living in Provo Valley, wrote to the 
Morton family and urged them to come to 
him and he could help them secure land. So 
three months later they settled in the Upper 
Settlement of Provo Valley. 

In 1866 John joined Ira Jacob's company 
in the Home Guard of the Black Hawk War. 

On June 16, 1872, he married Fanny Lu- 
cretia Wardle, daughter of George Wardle 
and Fanny Rushton. For five years John 
and his family lived in Glenwood, Sevier 
County. They returned to Midway in 1878. 
On March 20, 1883, his beloved wife died. 
To them had: been born two children, John 
Edwin and Fanny Lucretia. John Edwin 
married Lavina Baker. He was a doctor and 
spent part of his young life in Provo Valley. 
Fanny Lucretia married Robert Krebs. 

In 1885 Mr. Morton received a call from 
John Taylor to go on a mission to the South- 
ern States with only six days in which to get 
ready. He was ordained a Seventy on April 
13, 1885, and set apart for his mission the 
same day. Ten Elders left Salt Lake City 
together for the Southern States Mission, 
and two years later they all returned to- 
gether. 

At Quarterly Conference in Heber on 
May 12. 1877, the 96th Quorum of Seventies 
was organized. Brother Morton was set 
apart as one of the presidents. He held that 
position until 1909, when he moved his fam- 
ily to Kaysville, Utah. In Kaysville he served 
as a Stake missionary. 

In May, 1888, he married Maria Watkins 
in the Logan Temple. To this union were 
born eight children. 

Mr. Morton worked in the timber and did 
much to develop mining in Wasatch County. 
He died in Kaysville on April 20, 1920. 

Maria Watkins was born in Midway Oc- 
tober 30, 1870, to John and Harriet Steele 
Watkins. She was the seventh child of a 
family of thirteen children. Harriet Wat- 
kins, Maria's mother, died at the birth of 
her thirteenth child. Maria was only eleven 
years old, but she helped her father's third 
wife, Mary Ann Sawyer Watkins, to raise 
the little children. 

Maria helped cook at her fathers saw 
mill up Snake Creek Canyon. She early as- 
sumed the responsibilities of an adult. At 
the age of seventeen, on the sixteenth ot 
May. 1888, she married John Morton Jr.. in 


the Logan Temple. "They made their home 
in Midway, and became the parents of eight 
children: 

Robert Cunningham, died in youth; 

Effie Ophelia, married Heber Murdock: 

Sterling. married Ivy Isabella Smith; 

Basil Wallace, married Emma Lou Knothe; 

Bernard, married Mattie A. Hamblin: 

Maynard, died in infancy; 

Alton Watkins, married Thelma Barlow: 

Emery Llewellyn, married Dorothy Myrle 
Bywater. 

In 1909 the family moved to Kaysville, 
Davis County. Mr. Morton died in 1920. 
Mrs. Morton took in boarders and managed 
a small lunch stand to help finance the edu- 
cation and bringing up of her children. 

In 1936 she went to Midway to take care 
of her brother William and his wife, Mary 
Busby, who were both in very poor health. 
William died November 6, 1937. and Mary 
died July 8, 1939. Maria stayed with them 
until after their deaths. She was always 
kind and willing to help wherever she was 
needed. She did beautiful handiwork and 
gave it all away. She worked taithfully 
in the Church. She spent the last years of 
her life in Salt Lake with her daughter, Effie. 
She died November 4. 1948, in Salt Lake 
City 
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NECESSARY EXPLANATIONS 


JOHN MORTON, JR. AND 
MARIA WATKINS MORTON 
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John Morton was born April 26, 1851, in 
Stirlingshire. England, the son of John Mor- 
ton and Margaret Cunningham. 

When he was six years of age, he, with 
his parents, brother Allen, and sister Mary. 
emigrated to the United States. They sailed 
on the ship, Tuscarora. They reached Phila- 
delphia on July 3, 1857, five weeks after set- 
ting sail. From there they went to Mary- 
land, where they remained for a year. In 
1858 they moved to Pennsylvania and stayed 
for five years. The Civil War made it neces- 
sary for all able-bodied men to work, so 
young John, only ten years of age, went to 
the coal mines with his father and Allen 
and worked hard as a miner for two years. 

In May 1863, the family started for Utah, 
going to St. Joseph, Missouri, by railroad 
and then by steamboat up the Missouri River 
to Florence, where they met the ox train 
waiting to take the Saints to Utah. In cross- 
ing the plains John walked most of the way. 
The family first settled in Franklin, Cache 
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Valley, Idaho. Here John and his sister, 
Mary. were baptized. 

John's uncle, Robert Cunningham, who 
was living in Provo Valley, wrote to the 
Morton family and urged them to come to 
him and he could help them secure land. So 
three months later they settled in the Upper 
Settlement of Provo Valley. 

In 1866 John joined Ira Jacob's company 
in the Home Guard of the Black Hawk War. 

On June 16, 1872, he married Fanny Lu- 
cretia Wardle, daughter of George Wardle 
and Fanny Rushton. For five years John 
and his family lived in Glenwood. Sevier 
County. They returned to Midway in 1878. 
On March 20, 1883, his beloved wife died. 
To them had been born two children, John 
Edwin and Fanny Lucretia. John Edwin 
married Lavina Baker. He was a doctor and 
spent part of his young life in Provo Valley. 
Fanny Lucretia married Robert Krebs. 

In 1885 Mr. Morton received a call from 
John Taylor to go on a mission to the South- 
ern States with only six days in which to get 
ready. He was ordained a Seventy on April 
13, 1885, and set apart for his mission the 
same day. Ten Elders left Salt Lake City 
together for the Southern States Mission, 
and two years later they all returned to- 
gether. 

At Quarterly Conference in Heber on 
May 12, 1877, the 96th Quorum of Seventies 
was organized. Brother Morton was set 
apart as one of the presidents. He held that 
position until 1909, when he moved his fam- 
ily to Kaysville, Utah. In Kaysville he served 
as a Stake missionary. 

In May, 1888, he married Maria Watkins 
in the Logan Temple. To this union were 
born eight children. 

Mr. Morton worked in the timber and did 
much to develop mining in Wasatch County. 
He died in Kaysville on April 20, 1920. 

Maria Watkins was born in Midway Oc- 
tober 30, 1870, to John and Harriet Steele 
Watkins. She was the seventh child of a 
family of thirteen children. Harriet Wat- 
kins, Maria's mother, died at the birth of 
her thirteenth child. Maria was only eleven 
years old, but she helped her father's third 
wife, Mary Ann Sawyer Watkins, to raise 
the little children. 

Maria helped cook at her fathers saw 
mill up Snake Creek Canyon. She early as- 
sumed the responsibilities of an adult. А: 
the age of seventeen, on the sixteenth of 
May, 1888, she married John Morton Јг., in 


the Logan Temple. They made their home 
in Midway, and became the parents of eight 
children: 

Robert Cunningham, died in youth; 

Effie Ophelia, married Heber Murdock; 

Sterling, married Ivy Isabella Smith; 

Basil Wallace, married Emma Lou Knothe; 

Bernard, married Mattie A. Hamblin; 

Maynard, died in infancy; 

Alton Watkins, married Thelma Barlow: 

Emery Llewellyn, married Dorothy Myrle 
Bywater. 

In 1909 the family moved to Kaysville, 
Davis County. Mr. Morton died in 1920. 
Mrs. Morton took in boarders and managed 
a small lunch stand to help finance the edu- 
cation and bringing up of her children. 

In 1936 she went to Midway to take care 
of her brother William and his wife, Mary 
Busby, who were both in very poor health. 
William died November 6, 1937, and Mary 
died July 8, 1939. Maria stayed with them 
until after their deaths. She was always 
kind and willing to help wherever she was 
needed. She did beautiful handiwork and 
gave it all away. She worked faithfully 
in the Church. She spent the last years of 
her life in Salt Lake with her daughter, Effie. 
She died November 4, 1948, in Salt Lake 
City. 
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